
CITY OF CRANSTON 
BOARD OF CANVASSERS 
Election Meeting of November 6, 2018 – APPROVED MINUTES 
 

The Cranston Board of Canvassers met on November 6, 2018, in a meeting 
advertised in accordance with the Rhode Island Open Meetings Act on October 17, 
2018. The meeting was called to order by the Chairperson, Randall Jackvony, at 6:10 
a.m. It was held in the Canvassing Office at Cranston City Hall, Room 100. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Randall Jackvony, Gary Vierra, Fred Joslyn 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT: None 
 
NON-MEMBERS PRESENT: Nicholas Lima (Registrar), Alice Petrone (Alternate, Ex-
Officio), Canvassing Staff 
 
The chair declared a quorum present. 
 
AGENDA  
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

II. THE CRANSTON BOARD OF CANVASSERS WILL CONVENE TO CONDUCT 
THE NOVEMBER 6, 2018 RHODE ISLAND GENERAL ELECTION IN THE CITY 
OF CRANSTON, AND WILL REMAIN IN SESSION THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE 
DAY UNTIL THE CLOSE OF BOARD BUSINESS PERTAINING TO THE 
ELECTION. POLLING LOCATIONS WILL BE OPEN FROM 7 A.M. TO 8 P.M. AT 
ALL PRECINCTS ACROSS THE CITY. 

III. ADJOURNMENT 

 
ELECTION MEETING 
 
Mr. Jackvony called the Board into session for the 2018 General Election at 6:10 a.m. 
All 30 precincts in the city were open at 7 a.m., and Board members visited the polling 
locations and staffed the office throughout the day. 
 
Thomas Rotella, a former Cranston pollworker who was hired by the Canvassing 
Department to assist with supervisor training classes and filled in a similar role in the 
September primary, provided field support throughout the day at polling locations. 
Nicholas Lima, the Registrar, visited all 30 polling locations and, along with Mr. Rotella 
and all three Board members, and Board Alternate Alice Petrone, assisted pollworkers 
and voters throughout the city over the course of the day. 
 
Maria Madonna, Theresa Bucci, and Emerson Brito staffed the Canvassing Office and 
assisted pollworkers on the phone, in addition to assisting numerous voters. Rosalba 
Zanni from the City Clerk’s office provided additional staff assistance in the afternoon 
and evening. Mark Marchesi, city purchasing agent, also provided assistance later in 
the evening. A city police detail provided security at the office in the evening when 
pollworkers were dropping off equipment, and provided security at polling places 
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throughout the city, assisting canvassing personnel with security at times. Mr. Lima 
noted for the record that the city’s Building Maintenance division, led by Robert 
DeCosta, was once again very helpful in setting up and breaking down polling places 
before and after the election. Mr. Lima also thanked the Parks and Rec. Department 
and Highway Division for setting up no-campaign zone chalk lines at all locations, the 
city administration for substantial support and assistance, and the School Department 
for use of 18 facilities, including new escort procedures that aided in a faster setup of 
polling locations the night before the election. Mr. Lima noted that the majority of 
departments in the city provided staff or support for the election in some way, and that 
the entire operation was a successful team effort. Additionally, Ed Garcia, Adrienne 
Gallo, and the staff at Hall Library provided extra support and assistance in using a 
different room in the building, with the normal room closed for construction and repairs. 
 
Turnout was significant, and higher than expected in many precincts, although the 
volume of voters was well within the staffing parameters for pollworkers, as the city 
employed a near maximum number of 301 total workers across the 30 precincts in the 
anticipated event that turnout was high. At the time of writing these minutes, final 
numbers from the state Board of Elections were not yet made available, however, 
estimated turnout in Cranston was well above 50 percent, far more than twice the 
turnout seen during the primary. 
 
There was an incident at the William R. Dutemple Elementary School, which is state 
Precinct 0704, involving the conduct of the moderator assigned by the office. Mr. Joslyn, 
as the nearest available Board member, was called to the precinct to address the 
matter.  
 
A decision was made by Mr. Joslyn, after due consideration, and following a 
conversation with staff and others, to dismiss the moderator from further exercise of 
their duties that day. The Cranston Police Department was also present at the scene to 
assist in resolving the incident. 
 
Polls closed at 8 p.m., and the staff and Board members recovered equipment and 
returns from pollworkers as they transported assets back to the office. After equipment 
was accounted for, Mr. Lima, via a police escort, returned the results for all 30 precincts 
to the state Board of Elections, where they were verified against what the DS-200 voting 
machines reported from the precincts when the polls closed. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOTION: By Mr. Joslyn and seconded by Mr. Vierra to adjourn. 
 PASSED UNANIMOUSLY – VOICE VOTE 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:22 p.m. 
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 Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 Nicholas J. Lima 
 Registrar 
 Cranston Board of Canvassers 
 
 
APPROVED, AS AMENDED, by the Cranston Board of Canvassers: December 4, 2018 
 


